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Welcome  

All attendees will be muted during the webinar.

Recording: Webinar will be recorded and posted on EAPO’s         

and/or partner organization’s website. 

ASL Interpreter: Video of Interpreter will be visible during the 

webinar today and name of ASL Interpreter is under picture.

ASL Interpreting provided by

Adjusting Video Size: Drag the line between the video frame and 

slides to the left (adjust at beginning of the webinar).



Welcome to our Webinar!

Speaker: Will be visible while presenting. Once the presentation is completed, 

all speakers will be visible for the Question/Answer period.

Questions or Issues: Participants can type their questions in Question/Answer 

box.  A response will be posted during the webinar or asked to speaker after 

the presentation.

The Chat box can also be used to post comments during the session.

Evaluation: After the session, you will see pop-up screen asking you to 

provide your feedback and suggestions for future webinars. 

Contact information will be provide at the end of presentation. 



LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT



STOP ABUSE – RESTORE 

RESPECT

SIMPLY PUT, WE ALL HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY

EAPO is mandated to support the 
implementation of 

Ontario’s Strategy to Combat 
Elder Abuse.

Funded by the ON Government, under the 
Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility (MSAA)

@EAPreventionON       #RestoringRespect



Priorities 
of Strategy

COMMUNITY COORDINATION & 
RESPONSE

Collaboration with community agencies, elder abuse 
networks and provincial/national organizations.

TRAINING

Cross-sector training to front-
line staff providing services 
and supports to older adults. 

PUBLIC
AWARENESS

Presentations and communication tools for older 
adults, caregivers, family and public at large.





Speakers

Martin Franssen, Detective Constable, 
Financial Crime Unit, 

Durham Regional Police

Learn about the experiences of a senior victim of 

financial abuse, Ethel, as told by her caregiver 

and advocate Christine Carr. Mrs Carr will share 

how Ethel was defrauded by a contractor and his 

friend and how this very negatively impacted 
Ethel's life.

Detective Constable Franssen, who specializes in 

financial crimes, will share his insights about the 

victimization of older adults and provide 

prevention tips to safeguard financial assets, so 

YOU and your loved ones, can avoid becoming a 

victim of financial abuse.

Christine Carr, Caregiver and Advocate



WHO SPEAKS WHEN THE 
VICTIM CANNOT ?



Today’s line-up:

• Introduction to Project BANSHEE

• Introduction to Ethel (A victim of financial abuse)

• Discussion about the impact of victimization

• Introduction to Ethel’s Caregiver and Advocate

• The impact on the Caregiver

Step In. Step Up!

STEP IN

STEP UP
To Reduce Abuse Against Seniors



What’s a BANSHEE?

USS BANSHEE 

Steamship Gun boat (1864 - 1895)
USS BANSHEE II (IX-178)

Tanker ship (1944 -1946)



Project BANSHEE- Overview

1. Seven (7) different investigations

2. Victims included:

a. Three (3) persons [age 60-89 (All have passed)] 

b. Charity- Story Book Primate Farm

c. Two financial institutions

3. Six (6) accused

4. 77 charges



Project BANSHEE - Outcomes

1. Case split into two trials

2. Conviction of two accused prior to trial

3. Convictions of three (3) accused after seven week
jury trial:

a. Sentence - AC 90 days

b. Reverend STEWART - 15 months

c. BUDIMIOROVIC – Part I- six years/ Part II- six months



Project BANSHEE - Outcomes

4. Sentencing with “fine-in-lieu” orders 
(two persons)

5. Seizure of a house

6. Coverage through mortgage insurer

7. Court ordered “staying of charges” – Part II



The impact upon Ethel



Economic impact specific to ETHEL

• Loss of entire savings - $ 62,000.00(+)

• Credit card debit - $ 45,000.00(+)

• Mortgage against her home - $ 150,000.00



The true impact upon ETHEL

• The potential loss of the home she had lived in for 35(+) years

• The realization her “friends” were not her friends

• Loneliness

• Rapid cognitive decline.



Mrs. Christine CARR

Ethel’s Caregiver

Ethel’s Advocate

Ethel’s life long friend



Lesson Learned:

• The true impact of victimization upon seniors

• The impact upon caregivers

• The importance of certain steps police must take

• The challenges of holding perpetrators of abuse accountable 
civil and criminal process.

The need for change:

a.Legislation

b.Police

c. Society

NOW!



Step In

STEP UP!
Everyone has a role to play as it takes a community to 

protect our most vulnerable!



Read more- DURHAM NEW S

• www.durhamregion.com/news-story/9423161--it-was-easy-oshawa-senior-feared-losing-home-after-

fraud

• www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-minister-harold-stewart-guilty-fraud-1.4883037

http://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/9423161--it-was-easy-oshawa-senior-feared-losing-home-after-fraud
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-minister-harold-stewart-guilty-fraud-1.4883037


Contact

Martin FRANSSEN
D/Cst #630
Financial Crime Unit

Landline: 905.579.1520 ext. 5356

Cellular: 905.261.4386

Fax: 905.721.4245

Email: 630@drps.ca

mailto:630@drps.ca


Chr ist ine C ARR
D/CST Mar t in FRAN SSEN

Email: 630@ dr ps.ca)
Te le pho ne : 905.579.1520 Ext e nsio n 5356



Provincial Supports 
POLICE and Services

Call local Police Service
LEAPS/Seniors Support Officers

Ontario Provincial Police 
www.opp.ca

Senior Crime Stoppers

www.canadiancrimestoppers.org

1-800-222-TIPS (8477)

Toronto Police Service
Vulnerable Persons Coordinator,

Community Partnerships and Engagement Unit

http://www.opp.ca/
http://www.canadiancrimestoppers.org/


Reporting

Long-Term Care Homes Act  s .24(1)

Any person who has reasonable grounds to suspect that 

abuse has occurred, or may occur, shall immediately report 

the suspicion and the information upon which it was based 

to the Director under the LTCHA.

Long-Term Care ACTION Line 

1-866-434-0144

Retirement Homes Acts .67

Anyone who sees or suspects a situation that 

harms or puts a resident at risk of harm must 

report it to the RHRA.

Retirement Homes Regulatory

Authority (RHRA)

1-855-275-7472



Provincial LEGAL Supports 
and Services

Advocacy Centre for the Elderly

1-855-598-2656

www.advocacycentreelderly.org

Law Society Referral Service 
www.lsuc.on.ca/lsrs/

South Asian Legal Clinic

416-487-6371
https://salc.on.ca

Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario 

1 866 598 0322

www.hrto.ca

Office of the Public Guardian and 
Trustee
1-800-366-0335

www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca

http://www.advocacycentreelderly.org/
http://www.lsuc.on.ca/lsrs/
https://salc.on.ca/
http://www.hrto.ca/
http://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/


Supports and Services

LHIN Home and Community Care 

http://healthcareathome.ca/

Alzheimer Society of Ontario 

www.alzheimer.ca/en/on

1-800-879-4226 

Ontario Caregiver Association

416-362-CARE (2273)

Helpline: 1-833-416-2273

https://ontariocaregiver.ca

Family Services Toronto

416-595-9618

https://familyservicetoronto.org/

http://healthcareathome.ca/
http://www.alzheimer.ca/en/on
https://ontariocaregiver.ca/
https://familyservicetoronto.org/


Tools and Resources



Upcoming Webinar



Upcoming Webinar



Upcoming Webinar



Upcoming Webinar





@EAPreventionON

Stay in Contact

with Us

http://twitter.com/elderabuseont


EMAIL  ADDRESS
partnerships@eapon.ca

PHONE NUMBER

705-876-1122 ext. 327

Raeann Rideout
Director, Provincial Partnerships & Outreach

Contact EAPO

EMAIL  ADDRESS
centraleast@eapon.ca

PHONE NUMBER
705-931-3002

Laura Proctor
Elder Abuse Prevention Consultant-East/Central East

& Communications Lead

www.eapon.ca

mailto:partnerships@eapon.ca
mailto:partnerships@eapon.ca
http://www.eapon.ca/
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